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from the school data system). 
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As a Jordanian woman who travelled to the UK on a Tier 4 student 
visa, I was not looking or hoping for a long-term settlement. Quite the 
contrary, I was eager to complete my studies and go back home and start 
my academic career. As I was on a fully funded scholarship from the 
University of Jordan, I had under its bylaws to return upon completion 
of my studies and serve for a minimum of eight years at the university. 
Although this contract appears restricting, I was relieved to know that I 
had a job waiting for me once I finished my program. I was very excited 
to embark on my academic journey and to learn all about feminism and 
gender equality. As a PhD student with two young toddlers, faced with 
different obstacles and challenges, I resolved to remain focused. I was 
excited; as I was aware of how privileged I was to have been granted this 
opportunity of a lifetime to study in a renowned Western institution. 
This excitement 









http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418586529
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418586529
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/sep/07/uk-university-professors-black-minority-ethnic
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2018/sep/07/uk-university-professors-black-minority-ethnic
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261417015840
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf8000
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf8000
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf7000
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf7000
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261356141923
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261356141923
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261356353598
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261356353598
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2010/mar/03/racist-question-brown-answer-curious
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2010/mar/03/racist-question-brown-answer-curious
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261357044957
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261357044957
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261357044957
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261359000586
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261359000586
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261359081946
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261359081946
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261359399675
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261359399675
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/mar/16/the-real-meaning-of-rhodes-must-fall
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/mar/16/the-real-meaning-of-rhodes-must-fall
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261400455484
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261400455484
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261400582384
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261400582384
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419142558
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419142558
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418160349
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418160349
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418160349
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419154218
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419154218
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261402110233
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261401149844
https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/blog/2013/jul/25/race-equality-academia-curriculum
https://www.theguardian.com/higher-education-network/blog/2013/jul/25/race-equality-academia-curriculum
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261402446912
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261402446912
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/higher-education/first-year-entrants-onto-undergraduate-degrees/latest#:~:text=72.6%25%20of%20people%20starting%20undergraduate,from%20the%20Other%20ethnic%20group
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/higher-education/first-year-entrants-onto-undergraduate-degrees/latest#:~:text=72.6%25%20of%20people%20starting%20undergraduate,from%20the%20Other%20ethnic%20group
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/higher-education/first-year-entrants-onto-undergraduate-degrees/latest#:~:text=72.6%25%20of%20people%20starting%20undergraduate,from%20the%20Other%20ethnic%20group
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/higher-education/first-year-entrants-onto-undergraduate-degrees/latest#:~:text=72.6%25%20of%20people%20starting%20undergraduate,from%20the%20Other%20ethnic%20group
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/higher-education/first-year-entrants-onto-undergraduate-degrees/latest#:~:text=72.6%25%20of%20people%20starting%20undergraduate,from%20the%20Other%20ethnic%20group
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261404016071
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261403556641
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261404221021
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261404036481
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/foreign-students-budget-gaps-uk-bassnett_n_1908360
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/foreign-students-budget-gaps-uk-bassnett_n_1908360
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf9000
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419182418
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419264418
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419264418
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261405464062
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261405464062
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261406434471
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261407091471
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261407435590
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261407435590
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261408550520
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261408550520
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261408258160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261408258160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261408258160
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/mar/20/academics-its-time-to-get-behind-decolonising-the-curriculum
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/mar/20/academics-its-time-to-get-behind-decolonising-the-curriculum
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/mar/20/academics-its-time-to-get-behind-decolonising-the-curriculum
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261410073079
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261410073079
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261414346512
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261414346512
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/social-policy/social-policy-matters/news/2021/july-issue/racial-disparities-in-higher-education.aspx#:~:text=Research%20has%20shown%20that%20non,than%202%25%20at%20Oxbridge%20universities
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/social-policy/social-policy-matters/news/2021/july-issue/racial-disparities-in-higher-education.aspx#:~:text=Research%20has%20shown%20that%20non,than%202%25%20at%20Oxbridge%20universities
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/social-policy/social-policy-matters/news/2021/july-issue/racial-disparities-in-higher-education.aspx#:~:text=Research%20has%20shown%20that%20non,than%202%25%20at%20Oxbridge%20universities
https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/social-policy/social-policy-matters/news/2021/july-issue/racial-disparities-in-higher-education.aspx#:~:text=Research%20has%20shown%20that%20non,than%202%25%20at%20Oxbridge%20universities
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418276669
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418363139
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/26/may-tories-truth-migration-impact-uk-economy
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/sep/26/may-tories-truth-migration-impact-uk-economy
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419300188
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419300188
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419300188
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf5015
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/Parliamentary%20briefings/HigherEducationNovember2010.pdf
http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/Parliamentary%20briefings/HigherEducationNovember2010.pdf
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261414415112
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261415028711
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419463608
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419463608
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419463608
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261415058572
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261415058572
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261415058572
https://news.sky.com/story/points-based-immigration-system-to-be-brought-in-by-end-of-2020-11913200
https://news.sky.com/story/points-based-immigration-system-to-be-brought-in-by-end-of-2020-11913200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261416389220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261416389220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419515568
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261419515568
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261420184058
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261420184058
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261420184058
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418567759
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0277-5395(22)00071-1/rf202207261418567759

	Positionality and the dialectic of race and gender in British higher education: The issue with (mis) representation
	1 Introduction
	2 Methodology
	3 Positionality within BHE
	3.1 Black or British?
	3.2 Empowered or debilitated?

	4 Whiteness in BHE
	5 Arab Muslim women: the essentialised other (in the voice of an Arab feminist academic)
	6 Black (African) women: written out of history (in the voice of an African feminist academic)
	7 Decolonial feminism and the relevance of inclusion (in a joint voice)
	References


