NOTES OF A MEETING WITH
JOHN STARNES

DECEMBER 8, 1978

Those present: The Commissioners
Peter Russell
John Graham
John Edwards
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He started out first by talking about
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He is aware of a past occasion, before his time,
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attempt by the Security Service to manipulate the Government.
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There can be no doubt ffom my message to Supt.
Forest of 12th October that it was my intention to inform
Ministers of the Security Service's involvement. That this
was not done immediately was due to the simple fact that
Jean~Pierre Goyer was not available.

A general election had been called to take place
on Monday October 30th, 1972 and the Minister was busy
electioneefing in Quebec from early October until early
November.

My personal appointments book for the period
{(which again by chance was not destroyed) shows I saw the
Minister at 10:30 A.M. on October 3rd but that I édid not
see him in the period between the 10th of October and the
18th of October -

Incidentally, my absence for

these purposes at that timé had been specifically approved
by the Minister sometime in advance,

I did not return to Ottawa until the weekend of
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On uhe same day he also placed
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hand on a document listing various audic surveillance
Lnstallatlons across Canada covering the previous five-month

period.

¥ My appointments book does not show a meeting
with_the Minister on November 3rd. I suspect the reason
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urity Planning and Research Group, ‘
were made aware of RCMP participation in

this operation before March 16, 1976. The
established practice called for their

being informed of important questions

pertaining to the RCMP's activities, to

allow them to assist me in following up

~n §9€h mattere. Normallv. at least one :
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he had done so and was unequivocal in his

conclusion. Was it reasonable for me to

doubt his conclusions? The RCMP did not tell
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no police force was involved; it was thus

clear to me that the RCMP was not involved

in thé incident. I had no reason to suspect
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Obviously it was of lesser importance in hierarchical and
other terms than the Commissioner's. Moreover, from my
previous and considerable experience of this side of the
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While my advent met with varied reactions on the part

of divisional commanders and their staffs, I was refreshed and
M- ot o-ak riesvrallp fapanrahle reactions among
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: Ztfendance was suggested by George McIlraith.
Slnc? T was still a member of the Department of External

srd mhuvianely nresent onlv in the role
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