


We are pleased to present the eleventh British and 
Foreign School Society (BFSS) Archives Annual 
Impact Report 2024.

Among the many highlights to tell you about this 
year are – 

	• Visit of Joseph Lancaster descendants

	• Conservation of Joseph Lancaster letters

	• NEW BFSS leaflet

	• 6,817 entries in the CALM archive catalogue

	• Instagram – brunel_archives_sc - posts

Over the past year, we have received 98 enquiries 
relating to the BFSS archives on a range of subjects, 
and welcomed 6 researchers, two of whom visited 
twice, to our Reading Room. 

On a sta�ng note, we said goodbye to Sarah  
Trim-West and Poppy, Sarah’s Assistance Dog.
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New Leaflet – British and Foreign School Society 
(BFSS) Archive 

As we continue to join the Archives and Special 
Collections together as one service, we have been 
busy updating and creating new information leaflets 
about Archives and Special Collections, and the 
individual archives we hold.

We updated the general archive leaflet and created 
a new leaflet specifically for the BFSS Archives –  
we hope you like it.

Artefacts – The BFSS Archives include a wide 
range of artefacts from clothing such as blazers 
and sporting caps, to medals and coins, portraits 
of College Principals, and various items of furniture 
including memorial plaques.

We are in the process of adding the items to CALM 
with an image.  There are 119 items, many of which 



The origins of the BFSS began with Joseph Lancaster, 
born in Southwark, 1778, the son of a soldier and a 
cane sieve maker. Developing a passion for education 
at a young age, he established a school in a room 
within his father’s house where older students taught 
the younger ones. This led to a style of teaching 
which became known as the “monitorial system”. His 
dedication to providing free education to all children 
was evident in the notice he posted outside the 
entrance of his schoolhouse in 1801:



During the visit from Joseph Lancaster’s 
descendant’s, we found that his signature on several 
key documents, which we put on display, were 
hidden by a non-archival grade tape that we ideally 
wouldn’t use on historic documents. Further to this, 
we realised there was a need for a general project 
to be carried out involving remedial conservation 
cleaning, and unfolding and removing the letters 
from the binding. The letters had survived over 
200 years having been written between 1810-1812 
and we wanted to do what we could to ensure they 
continued to be accessible to researchers in years 
to come. 

JOSEPH  
LANCASTER 
LETTERS 

As such, we consulted a specialist paper conservator, 
Danila Narcisi, who identified that there were 37 
letters across 183 pages, bound together in a volume 
using a cotton thread and animal glue.  Prior to 
beginning work on the letters, Danila carried out an 
investigation as to the properties of the pages to 
calculate the best treatment process to ensure their 
longevity. This included several pH tests of random 
pages, which produced an average pH of 6, and a 
check of the absorbency of the paper, in the event 
it was possible to carry out a wet treatment. This 
was carried out in conjunction with a test of the 
ink’s properties using non-bleeding iron test paper 
strips, which unfortunately informed us that the ink 
was iron gall ink and wet treatments would not be 
possible. In better news a UV light inspection used 
to detect mould damage informed us that there 
was no mould on the letters. The final test involved 
a spot test of the adhesive used on the spine. 
From this Danila calculated that a methyl cellulose 
poultice would dissolve the binding and the tape 



ENQUIRIES  
AND  
ACCESSIONS

Enquiries
Since last year’s report, we have received 98 BFSS 
archive enquiries.

The enquiries have covered the following topics:

	• Haiti Foreign Correspondence

	• Ross on Wye British School

	• Missionaries in Haiti

	• Borough Road College sporting images for 225th 
Anniversary Dinner

	• Thornbury British School

	• Slave Book

	• Elementary schools in Oxfordshire

	• BFSS Foreign Correspondence

	• Jamaica Foreign Correspondence

	• Barbados Foreign Correspondence" 
Thank you so 

much for your 
swift response to 
my request. I was 

overwhelmed already 
to discover this about 

my Grandmother."
ENQUIRER, MAY 2023

“ 
I am most grateful 

to your very helpful 
email and for all 

the work you have 
done to answer 
my question.”

ENQUIRER, SEPTEMBER 2023

15

14

BFSS ANNUAL REPORT 2024

BFSS ANNUAL REPORT 2024



VISITORS TO  
THE ARCHIVE

Accessions






